NIMSS Regional System Administrators Teleconference

April 18, 2006, 11am EST

Call-in: 608-316-0022

Passcode: 2608

Helpline: 1-800-442-4614.

1. NIMSS Virtual Training Update - Nikki

As an update, Nikki will finish revising the NIMSS virtual training today to include the newer versions of the screens Natalie and Judy finished programming at the beginning of April.  Nikki will then make 100 copies for distribution at the Admin Officers meeting in South Dakota.  Nikki will mail them directly to the hotel c/o Harriet.  

A pack of 100 CDs costs $21.90 and the jewel cases (100 pack) costs $20.86.  The total per CD would come out to $.43 per CD (incl. CD and jewel case).  There is no charge for copying them at UW’s Biology New Media Center.  Dr. Fretz agreed for NERA to cover the cost for 200 CDs (~$90).  This should be enough to distribute in Rapid City, and have some left to share among the four of us to distribute to our stations. 

When do we want to distribute to the regional associations?  Summer meetings?  Fall ESS Meeting? 

The system administrators will take care of distributing one CD per station director’s office within their own regional associations.  All 200 CDs (minus NCRA’s 12 copies) will be mailed to South Dakota for the Office Admin Meeting.  Each system admin will take her own copies for her own region from this package.  The rest will be distributed to NIMSS session attendees (Tuesday May 2).  Harriet will take any leftover CDs back to her office and their distribution will be determined by the September ESS meeting.  In the meantime, the system admins will monitor CD use by regional associations over the summer to evaluate their usefulness – do we want to send them to individual AAs as well?   

2. Status of meeting between CRIS staff and system admins during Admin Officers’ Meeting - All

Has Rubie contacted Dennis Unglesbee, etc. to discuss this?  Although Rubie can’t attend the call today, has anyone heard anything? 

We will wait to hear from Rubie about this.  

3. Modifications to NIMSS Job Jar – Judy

	NRSP Review Committee Assignments to use “pick person” method
	Judy - Done

	For Appendix E submissions, an additional page will be added so that users could view the completed form before submitting.  They will also be given a chance to go back and edit.  
	In Progress

	Initials/acronyms will be spelled out whenever possible for users who are not familiar with these terms.  
	In Progress

	More training needed. 
	All System Admins - In Progress

	Make sure links in the emails work.  
	Natalie – sometimes the work, sometimes they don’t – programmers are baffled and investigating this. In Progress

	Report dates confusing – Bart agreed that this should be Oct 1 to Sept 30.  
	NCRA, WAAESD, and SAAESD have agreed to this change.  Pending confirmation of NERA’s approval, Judy and Natalie can go ahead with this immediately.   

	Dropdown menus 
	Natalie - Completed

	Often items are clicked by mistake because the menus are similar and close together.  The screens often look very similar to one another.  ie. Project > Draft/Edit and Participant > Draft/Edit are often confused by users.  
	This will hopefully fix itself with the new screens. 

	Include Submenus
	Natalie - Done

	Make confirmations screens more clear (“ok” – ok what?)
	Will be done in conjunction with the revised menus. 

	More “how to” info on the screens
	Natalie – not urgent

	Create a historical list of officers and meeting locales
	To be included in the project homepage. 

	HTML problems (tags and funny characters). 
	No solution at the moment except that basic html tags can be included on the sidebar or  some warning that special formats need to be coded in html.  In progress.  

	Create a “coaching section” – Help > Steps to submit forms/process
	Natalie - Prompt boxes will be added, see “how to” info screens above.   

	Create self-teach course
	Training CDs to be available soon (see above).

	Judy mentioned that ARS scientists are becoming more and more involved in projects and therefore, she is going to make their user-registration more specific: 

USDA > ARS Region > Participant State
	In Progress


4. Other business

a. Next meeting – Who hosts and when? 

Rubie will host the next meeting.  If it works out with her schedule, we have tentatively agreed to May 23 at 11am EDT.  Rubie should let us know if it needs to be changed.  The NIMSS Oversight call is scheduled for the previous week, May 18.  

